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harm you! Even if I did not wish to have you for a friend, I should not dream of gobbling you up, as you say, however hungry I might be. Surely you are aware that I am a strict vegetarian, and never eat the flesh of other creatures. At least give me a trial. Let us share a meal together, and talk the matter over."
5.  Can a friendship be a true one if the motive for it is self-interest ?
6.  Would it have been wise or foolish for the mouse to agree to be friends with the crow ?
CHAPTER IV.
HIRANYA, on hearing the last remark of Laghupatin, hesitated, and in the end he agreed that he would have supper with the crow that very evening. " There is plenty of rice here," he said, " which we can eat on the spot. It would be impossible for you to get into my hole, and I am certainly not disposed to visit you in your nest." So the two at once began1 their meal, and before it was over they had become good friends. Not a day passed without a meeting, and when alj. the rice was eaten up, each of the two would bring something to thfe feast. This had gone on for some little time, when the crow, who was fond of adventure and change, said one day to the mouse : " Don't you think we might go somewhere else for a time? I am rather tired of this bit*of t]^e forest, every inch of which we both know welL I've got another great friend who lives beside a fine river a few miles awayy